There Will Come Soft Rains
 by: Ray Bradbury

This is also a fun story to use as a filler exercise if you have the time to let them sit while you read to them.  I have found that even seventh graders love to be read to; they will sit quietly through the whole story.  I read to them with different voices for each character (it makes it more interesting!).

After you are done reading the story, I put these questions on an overhead and had the students answer them on their own sheet of paper.  After they wrote their answers, I discussed them before moving on to the next question.  This increases their listening skills, writing skills, and also critical thinking.

1. What happened in this town before the story ever begins?

2. What do you think about technology?  Does it make life easier or more difficult?  Support with examples from the story and from your own life.

3. If you had to build a house in the future, what would it be like?  What would it be able to do for you?  Give details.

4. No matter how much technology we invent, what should we still do for ourselves?

