The Anatomy Lesson

 by: Scott Sanders

This can be a fun filler exercise if you have the time to let them sit while you read them a story.  I have found that even seventh graders love to be read to; they will sit quietly through the whole story.  I read to them with different voices for each character (it makes it more interesting!).

After you are done reading the story, I put these questions on an overhead and had the students answer them on their own sheet of paper.  After they wrote their answers, I discussed them before moving on to the next question.  This increases their listening skills, writing skills, and also critical thinking.

1. Why do you suppose the librarian gave the skeleton to the student if she knew what could happen to him?

2. Compare evolution in the story to the way evolution supposedly takes place in the real world.

3. The librarian says, “For now, I just think of it as a skeleton of the possible, a fossil of the future.”  Write a definition for a “fossil of the future.” 

4. Have you seen anything that would indicate this would ever happen?

